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friend, John Hasson, as his assistant, he went to New York to
lay the Herald's appeal before the Associated Press.
New York had changed as he remembered it from boyhood.
Its population numbered nearly one million. Castle Garden,
the old concert hall at the Battery, had been turned into an im-
migration depot to accommodate the many thousands of new-
comers.5 In this expanding metropolis, in contrast with the
palaces of the rich (a two-million-dollar home was being built
for a newly wealthy merchant)6 were ten thousand tenements
which the immigrants helped to crowd to overflowing. The
poverty was reflected in the death rate, which was double
that of London.
Henry George waged a stubborn but hopeless fight with the
Associated Press. While he was in New York he contributed
a letter to the New York Tribune attacking some of the problems
of the West.7 He criticized the Wells-Fargo Express for its reck-
lessness in handling mail and the Central Pacific Railroad for
its excessive freight charges. As to the railroad, he wrote, there
would be some excuse for its policies if it had been constructed
by private means—
But it has been, and is being, built literally and absolutely by
the money of the people, receiving liberal aid from cities, counties
and State of California, as well as the immense gratuity of the
general government.... The Central Pacific can dictate to Califor-
nia, Nevada and Utah, and the Union Pacific to the States through
which it passes more completely than the Camden and Amboy dic-
tated to New Jersey; and each or both will be able to exert an almost
irresistible pressure upon Congress in any manner in which their
interests are involved. The Central already influences conventions,
manages Legislatures, and has its representatives in both Houses
at Washington... .8
Failing to get the Associated Press franchise for the San Fran-
cisco Herald, George returned to Philadelphia and began col-
lecting all the news he could, wiring it in cipher to his paper.
His small and independent service proved to be so good that the
other San Francisco papers, which were members of the Associ-
ated Press, brought pressure on the Western Union Telegraph
Company. As a consequence, George was denied the use of
Western Union wires from Philadelphia. He promptly moved
back to New York and continued to send news from there. But
Western Union countered by posting a new schedule of rates

